
How to be More Interactive While Reading 

Books can be a real conversation starter! They allow you the chance to bond with your child and  
encourage a passion for reading, which will feed their curiosity and wonder, crucial elements in  
inspiring a love of learning and exploring. Books are a great way to introduce new or complex  
topics: a new sibling joining the family, expanding an understanding of the world, or preparing  
for a birthday party or dealing with the death of a pet. These tips can help you help your child  
develop a positive relationship with books as well as encourage habits of rereading, engaging,  
and exploring stories more deeply. You and your child will gain new knowledge, explore new  
ideas, and build experiences together. Happy Reading! 

Child-Shared Experience 
Your child should become an active participant during any reading time. If you are reading to  
multiple children, model how to take turns sharing thoughts. 

● Expand on the points of the conversation. “Do we have a bed like this one?” “Have you
seen a cat before?” Allow the child to verbally contribute, or not, as they please. Some
may want to tell you the time when they were at the park and saw a cat cross the road!
Make sure to acknowledge their experiences before moving on.

● Use gestures. Children notice body language and social cues and may later mimic them.
Shrug your shoulders when the character in the book doesn’t know something or do a
thinking face when the character is thinking. Gasp when the cat pops out from under the
chair!

Real Conversations 
Having real conversations while reading is crucial. Here are some ways to invoke them naturally: 

● Ask questions. “What do you think the cat is going to do next?” Allow pauses so your
child has an opportunity to respond.

● Each time you repeat the reading of a book, point out another detail. “Look how the flour
spilled everywhere!” “I see the moon on this page.”

● Prompt the child by “reading” the illustrations and asking what they see.  “Do you see the
cat?”

Emotional Context 
Books are a great way to help your child begin to explore emotions and feelings. 

● Use exaggerated and animated facial expressions when reading. If the character is sad,
speak in a sad voice and make a sad face.

● Point out how the characters might feel. “How do you think the boy felt when he spilled
the flour all over the floor?” Acknowledge any answer appropriately.

Make sure you preview the book! 
● First read the title, author, and illustrator.
● Talk briefly what the subject matter is, pointing out any illustrations on the cover

And begin with enthusiasm, “Let’s find out what is going to happen in this story.” 


